Shawnee State University

Digital Commons @ Shawnee State University
University Chronicle

Newspaper Collections

2-2-2011

February 2, 2011 University Chronicle
Shawnee State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.shawnee.edu/chronicle
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the Public History Commons

Recommended Citation
Shawnee State University, "February 2, 2011 University Chronicle" (2011). University Chronicle. 106.
https://digitalcommons.shawnee.edu/chronicle/106

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Newspaper Collections at Digital Commons @
Shawnee State University. It has been accepted for inclusion in University Chronicle by an authorized administrator
of Digital Commons @ Shawnee State University. For more information, please contact svarney@shawnee.edu.

Vagina Monologues
Fifth annual production
to open Feb. 11

America's Next Top
Model Auditions
Casting Call Feb. 18
Page 4

Page 12

Events on campus
Find out what's going
on at SSU; check out
the activities section in
Entertainment Page 9

Shawnee State University

The editorially-imlependenl student newspaper.

Volume 24 Issue 9

_ _ _ _ _ _ ___,;.F.::;
eb:.:..ru=a;;.,,
ry 2, 2011

Light-hearted musical
featured at first dinnertheater at SSU

Theater students a Shawnee State University present a light-hearted musical, "The
Boy Friend," that will be featured in the first
dinner-theater production at the university
on Valentine's Day, Monday, Feb. 14.
The musical comedy by Sandy Wilson
ran in London in 1954 for 2,078 performances, more than five years. The scene
takes place on the Riviera in France in the
Roaring 1920s at a girl's finishing school.
''The music is delightful," said John
Huston, associate professor and coordinator
of the Theater program at SSU. "It's real
upbeat jazz of the 1920s."
The fun begins when Polly Browne,
daughter of a millionaire, is attracted to a
poor errand boy and she pretends to be a
secretary because she doesn't want him to
know about her inheritance, thinking that he
was poor.
In the end, she finds out that he is really
the son of Lord and Lady Brockhurst, who
had left home to try to make his own way in
the world.
"It's all about people finding love,"
Huston said, "It's light-hearted, toe-tapping
and just a fun play."
Julie Andrews made her American
debut performance on Broadway as Polly in
1954. That launched her career in America
and in 2003, she made her directorial debut
with a production of ''The Boy Friend" at
the Bay Street Theater in Sag Harbor, N.Y.
The play has had several revivals
including a production played in 2006 at the
Open Air Theatre at Regent's Park, London.
This also proved to be a highly acclaimed
production, and was revived during the
See Musical, 3

Tracey Henderson, Laura Spano, Euloge Ishirnwe and Nildd Karabinis all spoke of their experiences
while serving in countries around the world.
Photo by Stephanie Phillips

Speakers encourage students to serve others
By MARK DEWITT

Snow and cold weather did not stop
people from filing into the Flohr lecture
hall Jan. 20 to see a panel discussion about
the importance of volunteering and serving
others.
This was the third presentation for
the MLK speaker series, and featured four
people who shared their experiences of
providing service for others.
The event opened with Matt Matthews,
Coordinator of Multicultural Affairs, speaking on the impact that Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. had on influencing others to serve
people in their communities as well as
anywhere people need help. Matthews then
introduced moderator Shannon Lawson, associated professor of English.
Lawson gave a brief introduction of
the panelists, and then each speaker gave a
more in depth description of who they are,
what they have done and their plans for the
future.

speaker introduced. She is currently a public
health nurse in Portsmouth, and has spent
six years in the Congo with the Peace Corp.
The next person invited to speak was
Laura Spano, from Australia. She has
volunteered in her native area of Australia,
integrating refugees and helping in soup
kitchens. She also worked with a group in
Rwanda to rebuild a school, and expects it
to be completed within the next five years.
Next was Euloge Ishimwe, regional
communications manager, World Scout
Bureau, Africa Regional Office, Nairobi,
Kenya. Ishimwe is fluent in five languages,
and administers development projects in
more than 37 African countries.
And rounding out the panel was Nikki
Karabinis, SSU coordinator for the Center
for Community Service, who found her calling to community service after volunteering
with her friend.
The four focused on Martin Luther
King's "A Drum Major's Instinct" sermon,
which is centered on everyone being able

Tracey Henderson was the first featured

See Service, 3
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WNKU expands to Portsmouth listening area

Power County 104.1-FM changes it's tune to Adult Album Alternative; WPAY station, license sold
Column
By STEPHANIE PHILLIPS
Editor-in-chief

While I was scanning the local radio
stations recently, I noticed that something
was strange about WPAY-FM. The usual
Toby Keith had been turned into Wilco and I
welcomed the change.
It has been evident that the selection of
music in this area has been lacking variety
for college students. Though country music
and top 40 hits have their place in this community, more progressive music has been
unavailable, other than late night on WOUB.
Then the call letters were announced.
WNKU, "Public Radio that Rocks".
What's Northern Kentucky University

doing in our neck of the
woods? Broadening their
horizons and catering
to their primary demographic: college students.
Smart move, NKU.
WNKU has been
broadcasting longer than
Shawnee State has been
a university. It only makes sense for them
to expand after 26 years. WNKU has
now become the nation's fourth-largest
noncommercial Adult Album Alternative
station, behind Philadelphia, New York,
Minneapolis and Dallas stations.
While many members of our community are upset with the new music,

the changes have been embraced by the
demographic that has been long overlooked;
the students.
Let's say Shawnee was to attempt the
same thing. The insurmountable amount of
difficulties would make WSSU a difficult
task to achieve. The less difficult venture
would be collaboration with WNKU. And
the time is now.
While it saddens me that more jobs in
Portsmouth have been lost and a staple in
our community is no longer, the growth was
needed for NKU and for students of SSU.
Hearing relevant world news and a variety
of quality tunes is a welcomed breath of
fresh air.

with your major, but regardless, you should
get as much out of your classes as you can.
Ask questions, keep up good attendance and
just stay involved. You're paying an arm and
a leg for these classes, so get your money's
worth.
Number two: Get help when you need
it. There's nothing wrong with saying you
need some help, or even a lot of help. The
Student Success Center is always there for
you with tutoring services for anything you
can think of. Plus, it's free, so what's the
harm? Of course, don't be afraid to ask your
professors for help too, they have office
hours for a reason
Number three: Do your work, even if

it isn't for a grade. Sounds crazy, right?
Well, if you ever find yourself in a class
with homework, for a grade or not, you'll
be better off doing it in the long run. Even
if it isn't for a grade, you can bet that material will be on your exams, so why not get
some practice in?
And lastly, the three "S's": school,
sleep and social life. Balancing these things
isn't easy, but if you want to be healthy
(and stable), it's worth it. Manage time
wisely, and be sure not to overwork yourself, as well as get plenty of sleep. With
these tips in hand, lets hope you can all hit
the ground running and have a great spring
semester.

Bouncing back into spring semester
Column
By BRETT BIHN
Staff Reporter

It's no secret college
isn't easy, and after a long
winter break, it can be hard
to get adjusted back to the
i.1 y grind. SSU held a
small event, Bouncing Back, in an effort to
help students get adjusted to another semester. For those that couldn't make it, here's
some tips.
Number one: going to class. Sounds
crazy, yes, but it can actually help. Maybe
you think your professor is screwy, or the
class is boring. Maybe it has nothing to do

Join The Chronicle

Announcement written by Abby Teske

Do know about campus and local events? Do you have a way with words or enjoy journalism? Are you ready for a challenge? If so, then the Shawnee State University Chronicle
wants you!
The Chronicle, will be opening the opportunity to contribute to this campus publication
to any interested student. The bi-weekly publication of the Chronicle is also an opportunity
for students who are not currently enrolled in the typical Communications courses to have
their work published and distributed. Meetings are an open to all students interested and are
held the second and fourth Wednesday of every month at 5 p.m. in Massie, 213.
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"Intro" Series Reading
to
be
held
Writings of recent graduate, Matt McGuire and instructor,
By TIM SCHWAMBERGER
Staff Reporter

>

Brian Richards to be showcased Feb. 9 at 7 p.m.

the selection process. "I
prefer to select individuals with a certain level of
seriousness and ambition."
McGuire, who
graduated with his bachelor's degree in English
and Humanities last fall
semester, has amassed
an impressive bit of renown on campus for his
creative works throughout his academic career.
He has been published
in Silhouette magazine,
reigned as victor the past
two years in the Best
Poem category of the
SSU Student Writing
Awards, and is hailed as
the "Pride of Chilicothe"
Professor Neil Carpathios makes plans for second "Intro" Series Reading. at the Port City open
Matt Maguire and Professor Brian Richards are planned to premier
. . h
h
hi
pieces.
Photo by Trm Schwambergerrmc rug ts, w ere s
face and presence has
"Come and meet a talented student
become as regular as the events themselves.
writer, perhaps a future author of note!"
"Matt is a creative writer that can push
reads the flyer for the upcoming annual
language in ways that can express subtleties
campus event, "Intro" Series Reading. The
and complexities of experience," Carpathios
said in describing McGuire's writing style.
occasion, hosted by Professor Neil Carpa"He possesses a poetic flare and playfulthios, will mark the second time this award
has been presented to a student that has
ness. He is very vivid, descriptive, and uses
proved himself or herself as a promising
original language in his works."
writer. This year, attendees are welcomed
McGuire was first inspired down the
to listen to the writings of recent SSU gradpath of creative writing two years ago when
he won his first of two titles for the Best
uate, Matt McGuire. Following his performance, SSU instructor and published poet,
Poem competition. Despite his history in
Brian Richards, will also be premiering
poetic success, however, he primarily labels
pieces from his new, yet currently unavailhimself as a fiction writer. One of the pieces
able book, Enridged. The event is schedhe has promised to present, entitled "The
uled for Feb. 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the Clark
Professional," is a short story he wrote and
Memorial Library Alcove. Attendance is
workshopped in Carpathios' Creative Fiction
free, and refreshments will be served.
course last fall semester. "The Professional"
"Due to my experience and access to
can be described as a multi-layered narrastudents involved in creative writing, I am
tive, blending poignant issues of culture and
able to identify individuals that display exsociety with McGuire's trademark comedic
treme skill in the craft," Carpathios said on
wit, centered on a boxing match.
From Musical, 1

Open Air Theatre's 2007 season.
"The Boy Friend" will be playing at the
Vern Riffe Center for the Arts for six performances at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 10
through Saturday, Feb. 12 and on Thursday,
From Service, 1

to serve others, regardless of education, and
claims "You only need a heart full of grace,
a soul generated by love, and you can be

3

"Receiving this award feels like a
validation of my decision to pursue writing as a goal," McGuire said. "It puts the
pressure fully on me to succeed at writing.
It' s like I've been told, 'You've got the stuff,
kid. If you drop the ball, it's all on you."'
The ball is most certainly in his court, as
he expressed hopes of eventually attending
the prestigious Writers' Workshop at the
University of Iowa to perfect his creative
writing prowess.
Brian Richards, who will wrap up the
event with readings of his own, said that
the works he plans to present have been
compiled throughout his last ten years as a
writer. He also wishes to work in at least
one performance piece at the venue as well.
Richards, a graduate from Bowling
Green with a concentration in creative
writing, said he has been writing since high
school-possessing more than fifty years
of literary practice. "Since poetry captured
me, the only thing that has ever competed
with it for my entire attention was raising
children," Richards said. "I've never applied for a job; if none were on offer, I did
without. Why not? Joblessness allowed me
more time to write." As such, Richards has
wandered the country throughout his life,
picking up whatever odd jobs were available
at the time. He said he's worked as everything from a nude model to a logger.
"Neil has done a terrific job of making
the written arts a focus here at SSU ," Richards said. "And his forwarding of student
artists in venues like the one at hand is a
fine way of singling out the achievements
of someone like Matt in a world that pays
scant attention, if any, to the complex of
intellectual, physical, and emotional desire
that informs his work." He added, "I'm
delighted to get to share the stage with Matt,
but it's really the offering of a universitywide platform for the students to encounter
the work of their peers that's important
here."

Feb. 17 through Saturday, Feb. 19.
A special dinner-theater is planned
for Valentine's Day, Monday, Feb. 14 with
reservations only at $24 each. A limited
number of reservations are available.
General admission for the play only

is $8 and for students, faculty and staff,
admission is $6.
To make reservations for Valentine's
Day or for more information, call the
McKinley Box Office at (740) 351-3600.

that servant."
Ishimwe stressed how important it is
to genuinely serve people, and not rely on
making money, but focus on being humble.

"When you serve you are a leader,
and when you are a leader, you are great,"
Ishimwe said. "Everybody can be great."

From SSU Ofllce of Communications
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Casting call for
America's Next
Top Model

David Mwambari, senior instructor at Shawnee State University, sits in front of students, teachers and
volunteers at the Ntenyo Primacy School in the Ruhango District near Gitarama, Rwanda.

Shawnee State University faculty
presents at conference in Africa

David Mwambari, a senior instructor at
Shawnee State University teaching classes in
Social Sciences and International Relations,
presented at two conferences out of the country, one in Windsor, United Kingdom, and one
in Nairobi, Africa.
Mwambari presented, "Quest for Citizenship: the case of youth in post-conflict
commonwealth societies" in Wmdsor at the
Commonwealth Studies Conference at Cumberland Lodge in November 2010. He talked
about rehabilitating young people who have
come out of conflict.
"These children are faced with a stigma
from their own families and from people in
that village where they may have killed,"
Mwambari said. 'The politicians use these
children and when the politicians make their
own settlements, they leave the young people
to go to jail. How do we put them in a place
where they can do positive things? They need
to be looked at with special care. Make sure
we rehabilitate them and let them know they
too matter."
In Nairobi, he presented "Global Politics
and the Teaching of African International
Relations" at the Research Institute for Peace
and International Affairs at the United States
International University, Nairobi Campus,
Africa in December 2010. Mwambari's
presentation looked at recent historical events
in global politics that have changed and
influenced how Africa relates to the rest of the
world.
Mwambari's research is in African
International Relations with focus on the
Role ofYouth in Post Conflict Countries and

Global Politics Affairs. He is working on his
doctorate and holds two M.A. degrees, one
in Pan African Studies and one in International Relations with a focus on Post Conflict
Reconstruction Studies.
Mwambari co-founded a non-profit
organization, "Sanejo: Building Tomorrow's
Generation," a grassroots organization headquartered in Kigali, Rwanda, that is rebuilding African communities. Every summer, he
and a team of volunteers work on rebuilding
the Ntenyo Primary School in the Muhanga
District near Gitarama, Rwanda.
Last year, Sanejo partnered with YGAP
out of Australia, the "Y Generation Against
Poverty" organization, to sponsor rebuilding
the school. Nearly 600 students were in the
school with only nine teachers. Young professionals and volunteers in Rwanda, East Africa, Europe, North America, Central America
and Australia also worked on the project.
"We build, we train teachers and we
work with the kids;' Mwambari said. "We go
once a year and work on the school."
Local Rwanda university students will be
going to the school to train teachers throughout the year. The goal is that in five years,
there will be 18 classrooms, nursery through
high school.
Mwambari's grandfather, "Mzee" Rutabagisha Joseph, built the first school nearly
50 years ago and a memorial is situated at the
school in his honor. Rutabagisha and his sons
were killed in the I 994 genocide in Rwanda
that claimed more than 700,000 innocent
people and displaced millions of families .
From SSU Department of Communications

Casting Call for America's Next Top
Model will take place at Shawnee State
University's Vern Riffe Center for the Arts
from 2 to 6 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 18.
Participants are required to be 18 to
27 years old. To audition, participants must
have two forms of identification, a driver's
license and social security card or birth
certificate is preferred.
Three photos are required - full body
clothed, full body swimsuit and a head shot
photo. These photos and forms of identification are required to be in the casting call.
Participants who have previously applied (or who applied for the first cycle) are
welcome to submit new applications for the
current cycle. You must be at or above five
feet and seven inches (5' 7") in height.
For an official application, go to the
Website www.tristatescw.com for details or
call (740) 353-3391 for more information.
Bring the application completely filled out,
preferably typed, to the casting call.
Tri State's CW Television Network
(formally WHCP-TV), is sponsoring the
casting call.
From SSU Department of Communications

SOPAA and SSU present
'Romeo and Juliet'

America's most acclaimed touring repertory theater, honored by the Tony Awards
for Excellence in Theater, presents what is
perhaps Shakespeare's greatest and certainly
most recognized play, "Romeo and Juliet"
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 8 at Shawnee
State University's Vern Riffe Center for the
Arts.
Shakespeare's timeless and deeply
moving tragedy exquisitely embodies the
brief joy of youthful passion and ecstasy.
The innocent lovers fall victim to family
hatred and cruel destiny. Swords clash and a
treacherous sleeping potion is swallowed in
the greatest love story of all time.
Young love has never been so delightful or as dangerous as in this stirring new
production.
Tickets are available at the VRCFA
McKinley Box Office, Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (740) 351-3600,
or online at www.ticketrnaster.com and all
Ticketrnaster outlets. Visit www.sopaa.org
for more information.
From SSU Department of Communications
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Richards plans to release
Enridged this month

"My start was
with my mother
reading me poetry,"
Richards said.
Texts as subtle
as Winnie the Pooh,
and When We Were
Young, by A.A. Milne
as well as The Child's
Garden of Verses
by R. L. Stevenson,
were inspirations to
Richards. With their
Brian Richards, professor of English, will be publishing his book of poetry
in the coming months. Richards spent time in a remote cabin while writing · many rhymes and
profuse wordplay
the pieces of his latest collection of poems titled Enridged.
these juvenile poems
By LYDIA SMITH
helped to spark the
Staff Reporter
fire that he feeds with both his pen and his
"A characteristic of a poet is that
imagination today.
they're mischievous. They live counter to
Richards said some of his biggest
the culture," Brian Richards, a quiet and
inspirations were poets Robert Creeley, Emily Dickinson, and Ezra Pound. He started
seemingly unassuming professor of English
from Shawnee State University, said.
writing poetry when he was in junior high,
The soft-spoken, 67-year-old, Richbecoming a more serious writer by the time
ards is a devoted writer and a poet to such
he reached high school.
He has been writing for the last 50
an ardent extreme that many might deem
fanatical.
years, and has published multiple books of

'Fiddler' provides comedic musical fun for all
By JOSH GARRETT
Staff Reporter

The lobby of the Verne Riffe Center
was filled with ecstatic energy in anticipation of "Fiddler on the Roof' on Jan. 13.
The long awaited show was well worth the
wait.
The opening scene shows an actual
fiddle player on a roof in the prologue and
tells the struggles of a conflicted Jewish patriarch named Tevye in early 1900s tsarist,
Russia.
The fiddler's playing leada into the
opening musical number not surprisingly
titled, "Tradition." And following it we find
the hilariously talented John Preece as Tevye, after a long day of working as a cheese
and dairy merchant in the local inn and is
approached by the town butcher and local
no good Lazar Wolf, played by Frank Calamaro. Frank has a proposition of money in
exchange for Tevye's oldest daughter's hand
in marriage.
Next we find Golde, Tevyes wife,
directing their three daughters and going
about the household duties when Motel, a
local tailor, comes to see the oldest daughter
Zidel where they come up with a plan to get

married without Tevye and Golde knowing
until the time is right.
As old Tevye ponders the butcher's
proposition, he soon decides to accept the
deal and the song"To Life" is sung accompanied by a well-choreographed Russian
dance by the other patrons of the inn. Outside the inn, a constable giving the warning
that all the Jewish settlers are soon going to
be forced out approaches the now slightly
drunk Tevye.
When Tevye returns home, he tells
Golde of the Butchers proposition and she
is ecstatic at the news, but Tevye is soon approached by Motel and Zidel with their plan
of marriage which further conflicts Tevye's.
Between his traditionalist past and new
ideologies, he does what he thinks is best
and gives Motel and Zidel his blessing.
In the middle of the night in their
bed, Tevye lies awake trying to figure out
how to tell Golde and convince her that the
butchers is not the right choice for their
daughter e in Golde's dream sequence. On
the day of Zide'ls wedding at the end of the
scene the police come in and soon after start
to wreck the festivities leaving the place a
somber mess for the people to clean up.

poetry, 5 of which are available in Shawnee
State University's Library.
This seasoned poet has a new book
titled, "Enridged" that will be published
and available to the public tentatively by
February.
Richards focuses his life around
poetry. He lived in a quiet cabin, without
electricity or running water. The pieces of
poetry in his book, Enridged, were all written during his time living in this cabin.
"Live without distractions," Richards
said. ''A person can be inspired or distracted
by the same event, so make sure you keep
the right attitude."
Richards strongly proclaimed those
who wrote to be published were writing for
the wrong reason. He encourages young
poets to write for the art of poetry and not
for the glory.
"It's not about my name," Richards
said. "It's the poem that matters. Live in
poetry, swim in it, poetry is like an ocean
to me, I can only see one side and I know I
can't swim to the other side but I'm happiest when immersed in it."

One of the daughters, who meets
a young male college student that stays in
their home and exchanged teaching the girls
for a place to stay and food. The daughter
runs away with the student but when she
returns for her family she is shunned.
And in the final scene we see the
family loading up the wagon headed to a
boat that will take them to America with
Zidel and Motel agreeing to one day reunite
with them in America where they will stay
with relatives.
When the townsfolk meet in the square
for the last time, Lazar Wolf the butcher
along with the both of them leave saying
good luck to one another and they go their
separate ways Tevye and his family headed
for the boat. The lights fade and the curtain
drops as they make their way off stage.
The curtain call was full of pomp
and circumstance as the company made
their way on stage as Golde goes to take her
bow with Tevye close behind who received
earth-shattering applause for not only his
impressive singing talent but also his awesome comedic timing. And of course no
musical would be complete without its orchestra, who also got its share of applause
from the audience.
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Students get the chance to flex literary muscle
By TIM SCHWAMBERGER
Staff Reporter

"Write ~!thout pay until some~ody
offers to pay. W~rld famous Amenc~
au~or, ~ark Twam, was on~ quot~d 10
saymg this. SSU student wnters will no
longer have to toil over their notebooks,
typewriters, and keyboards without compensation this semester, as the Shawnee
State University Student Writing Awards,
hosted by Professor Neil Carpathios, is offering a lieu of cash prizes to those willing
to submit their work to be judged again st
that of their peers.
The awards will be broken up into
three categories: Best Poem, Best Short

Fiction, and Best Creative Nonfiction. The
winner of each category will receive a cash
prize of $75 and guaranteed publication in
the spring edition of Silhouette--a campus magazine that highlights the creative
endeavors of SSU's students. Each category
also has the chance of awarding up to two
honorable mentions, earning their respective
authors $25 cash and possible publication in
Silhouette.
"This could be a way to nudge a writer
to exercise their gift," Carpathios said,
clearly in agreement with Mr. Twain's assessment.
This event is open to all SSU students

who wish to flex their literary muscle.
Entries must be submitted by Mar. I and
should be typed, double-spaced, and include
all relevant contact information, such as
name, phone number, and email. Each
piece should also be labeled according to
the category it is intended for. Carpathios
encourages students to submit works to
more than one category, but limits submissions to one piece per category. Submissions can be given either to Professor
Carpathios himself, or to Elsie Shabazz, the
English department secretary, both of which
can be found in the English department's
offices on the 4th floor of Massie Hall.

Activities and events for all at SSU
By BRETT BIHN
Staff Reporter

After a hard day of classes, what better
way to unwind then some campus activities? Raffles, games, food and above all, fun
spell out all you can do at Shawnee. The
Student Programming Board (SPB) as well
as Resident Advisors are all working hard to
make some memorable activities here, and
there is something for everyone.
From video games, dances, fighting zombies and drag shows, SSU has a
large variety of things to do. Ideas come

from brainstorming and attending NACA
(National Association for Campus Activities) conferences, along with feedback from
students.
Maggie O'Malley, president of the
Student Programming Board, states that
feedback is important and so far, results
have been very positive.
"We take feedback from everyone, doing our best to keep things fun," O'Malley
said.
Want to give some suggestions to make

Recycling volunteers
offer pick-up service
at student dorms

Shawnee State Alumni Tun Stellik is a youth development volunteer in the Peare Co,ps in Zavet, Bulgaria, where he works with
students who have been in trouble. Most of the boys only bad one shirt to wear and the faculty, staff and students at SSU sent more
than 40 shirts to the boys just before Christmas, along with 30 pairs of socks. Some of the boys look over the dozens of shirts
donated before the party that Stellik planned for them.

Shawnee community make Christmas possible for underprivileged boys
Tlffi Steflik, Shawnee State University
alumni, has been working in the Peace
Corps since graduating in 2010 in Zavet,
Bulgaria. He works with underprivileged
troubled boys as a youth development volunteer.
When he called on SSU to help with
some warm clothing for the boys who only
had one shirt to wear, SSU student Mandie
Maxwell, of Wooster, Ohio, coordinated a
clothing drive for them. Within a couple of
weeks, she recruited volunteers and sent

things better? Drop by the SPB office in the
UC, right between Admissions and Housing. The event calendars, as well as weekly
emails, also provide lots of information on
upcoming events.
Commuters are not left out either,
with the recent "Three C's" events, efforts
are being made to get commuter's voices
heard and give them a chance to unwind
too.
"We've made a lot of progress with
helping commuters," O'Malley said. "Turnouts have been great."

more than 40 shirts and 30 pairs of socks to
the boys.
Steflik organized a Christmas party
with sports games and gave out presents
for the boys. He wrapped the socks and
toothbrushes and toothpaste his dentist in
Georgia sent for the boys.
'The kids absolutely loved the clothes
and they were very grateful for everything
they received," Steflik said. "Overall, I was
so happy to see the kids smiling all day and
having more warm clothes to wear for a
cold winter." From ssu Department of Communications

Shawnee State University's Center
for Community Service has brought back
door-to-door recycling pick up in an effort
to increase recycling at the university.
Every Wednesday, volunteers are going
to the student apartments to pick up recyclables from the bins provided. Residents
need to put all their recycling into the bins
outside the front door by noon on Wednesdays.
Aluminum cans, brown paper bags,
cereal boxes and other types of paper board,
computer paper, magazines, catalogs, mail,
newspapers, plastic bottles, telephone books
and soup, food and aerosol cans will be
accepted.
I the apartment does not have a recycling bin, notify the resident advisor and
one will be delivered. Plastic bags or boxes
can be used if the recycling bin is missing.
The top five apartments that have a
perfect recycling record will have a pizza
From SSU Department of Communications
delivered.
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Interim Director of the new Office of Institutional Effectiveness named

Christopher Shaffer has been named Interim
Director of the new Office of Institutional
Effectiveness at Shawnee State University.

The new interim director of the Office
of Institutional Effectiveness at Shawnee
State University isn't new to the area.
Christopher Shaffer grew up in Scioto

County and graduated from Clay High
School.
He comes to SSU from the Governor's
Office of Appalachia working as a program
manager and state alternate for the state of
Ohio to the Appalachian Regional Commission. The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) is a regional economic development agency that represents a partnership of
federal, state, and local government. Before
that he was operations manager in the Governor's Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives working on budget, outreach,
and programmatic operations.
"What excites me about the job that it
utilizes a lot of my skills that I have picked
up professionally," Shaffer said. "Shawnee
State is very well thought of throughout the
state and there's a sense that great things are
happening here."
Shaffer came to Shawnee State when he
was in pre-school taking enrichment courses
in Massie Hall, and he was in different programs during the summer almost every year
until he was about 14 years old. When he
was 13 years old, Shaffer was making low
density polyethylene bricks at the Advanced
Technology Center.

"It was a wonderful opportunity under
the tutelage of folks like Dr. Roger Scherer
showing me that there is a bigger world out
there;' Shaffer said. "
Shaffer received his undergraduate degree at the United States Military Academy
at West Point and received his MBA at Ohio
Dominican University in Columbus. As a
former artillery officer, he is also a combat
veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
"It is really inspiring to see the growth
of the university," Shaffer said. "I believe
the Office of Institutional Effectiveness
can serve the needs of the stakeholders on
campus and in the community. Shawnee
State University is one of the jewels of the
Appalachian region and the state of Ohio. I
am very excited to be here."
The new Office of Institutional Effectiveness at SSU will provide leadership
oversight and support for all planning,
assessment and evaluation activities on
campus.
The office conducts institutional
research to ensure data-driven decisionmaking, and timely and accurate reporting
to external agencies.

During the workshop, Hughes will discuss addictions and myths of addiction; the
progression of addiction both physiological
and psychosocial; changing relationships,
rescue, denial, triangulation; responses of
loved ones to addiction; and understanding
the recovery process.
Selby will discuss the basic concepts
of effective pain management, chronic and
acute pain, the MS pain intensity scale,
treating pain, myths of pain management,
the WHO Pain Management Drug Pyramid
and multiple approaches; and a profile of
clients whose pain is not managed, among
other things.
Hughes and Selby will talk about case
studies; evidence-based treatment options
for clients addicted to prescription medications and pain management for recovering
individuals.
The general registration fee is $55,
ONA members' fee is $35, and students'
fee is $10. Nurses, social workers, counsel-

ors, chemical dependency counselors and
nursing home administrators can receive
6.5 continuing education credits through
OUCOM at Ohio University, Athens. Pick
up the registration forms at SSU's Massie
Hall, Room B-52.
To register, several options are available: in person Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Massie Hall, Room
B-52; by phone at (740) 351-3274 or (866)
672-8778 with a credit card; by mail at
Shawnee State University, 940 Second St.,
Portsmouth, OH 45662 or send the completed registration form by fax at (740)
351-3598.
For more information, e-mail SSU's
University Outreach Services Director Ginnie Moore at gmoore@shawnee.edu.
The workshop is sponsored by the
Southern Ohio Nurses' Association, District
15, Comfort Care Partners, The Counseling
Center, Shawnee State University, the Ohio
U Diversity College of Osteopathic Medicine
Area Health Education Center and CHEAO.

From SSU Department of Communications

Pain Management Workshop for professionals scheduled
The first Pain Management, Prescription Medication and Drug Addiction
Workshop for professionals is planned at
Shawnee State University in March with Ed
Hughes, MPS, LICDC, executive director of The Counseling Center and Maggie
Selby, RN, MSN, CHPN, senior instructor
in SSU's Nursing program.
The workshop will be from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Friday, March 25 at SSU's Sodexo Ballroom in the University Center.
The objectives are for participants to
be able to understand and discuss the basic
concepts of addiction, drug abuse, effective
pain management, barriers to pain management and treatment options for people who
are addicted to prescription medications.
"Many health care professionals are
hesitant to give pain medications in an area
where there is a lot of prescription drug
abuse," Selby said. "What we're trying to
do is teach a research-based approach to
pain management."

From SSU Department of Communications
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International Film Festival Series hosted at SSU
By MARK DEWITT
Senior Reporter

The White Ribbon, 2009 Germany
Directed by Michael Heneke Jan. 24
Director Heneke describes his film as
"the origin of every type of terrorism, be it
of political or religious nature." It focuses
on a family's struggle living in a Northern
German just before World War I. After premiering at the 62nd Cannes Film Festival,
it won the Palme d'Or award, which is the
highest prize at the festival. It also won a
Golden Globe Award in 2010 for Best Foreign Language Film.
Women on the Verge of a Nervous
Breakdown, 1988 Spain Directed by Pedro

By LYDIA SMITH
Staff Reporter

"This was an amazing portrait of the
Middle East," an man from the audience
said after viewing the film, "Tea on the Axis
of Evil." This film is a documentary directed by Jean Maria Offenbacher about the
Syrian people and their everyday lifestyles.
Offenbacher said she had a particular
purpose in mind when she moved to Syria to
begin filming for this documentary. It was
to show viewers that were unfamiliar with
Syria and its culture what life was like for
everyday people there.
This objective was accomplished fairly
well. There was a vast array of people from
all over Syria included in the film. It showed
how these people survive in different climates and flourish in different occupations.
Offenbacher had interviews with writers,
doctors, poets, and farmers. She collected
statements from male and female children,
college students, and the elderly.
The people interviewed shared their
opinions about life, marriage, divorce,
politics, and the way those things were

By JANELL PISEGNA
Staff Reporter

From Jan. 24 -29, SSU played host to
what is known as The International Film
Festival Series. Throughout the entire week
movies from six different countries were
shown. That country featured was Germany,
Spain, Syria, Italy, Taiwan, and China. The
evening included a sample of food from the
country being featured, along with some
information about the country before the
movie, and a question and answer period
after.
Rita Haider, director for the Center

Almodovar Jan. 25
This dark comedy focuses on the life of
Pepa, whose life is seemingly spinning out
of control. Her friend Candela is involved
with a terrorist; and her lover Ivan dumped
her. Trouble begins brewing when Candela's terrorist boyfriend plans to hijack a
plane that Ivan is attempting to board. The
film won several film festivals including
the People's Choice Award at the Toronto
International Film Festival.
Cape No. 7, 2008 Taiwan Directed by
Wei Te-Sheng Jan. 28
This film focuses on Aga, a singer who
could not succeed in Taipei, so he returns
to his hometown and becomes a postman.

He opens a package that was supposed to be
returned to sender, and discovers 7 love letters. Cape No. 7 mixes a classic love story
with comedy and elements of a musical, has
won several awards at various film festivals
and is the second highest grossing film in
Taiwan.
The Myth, 2005 Hong Kong Directed
by Stanley Tong Jan. 29
Jackie Chan stars in and produced this
film, which centers on Chan's character,
an archeologist who has dreams about a
past life where he was a warrior in ancient
China. The film has been nominated for

changing in their culture. The stark contrast
in opinion among the Syrian people showed
diversity akin to American and European
countries. The message that rang clearly
throughout the film was that they're people
too, with opinions, diversity, and a strong
cultural history that sets them apart and
makes each person unique.
This message that the people from Syria
conveyed was punctuated with the scenes
of people dancing, laughing, and excitedly
smiling into the camera. Many of them
seemed to be unable to calm down and
take things seriously because they were so
ecstatic to have the opportunity to share facts
about themselves on camera. The openness
and cheerful personalities that pervaded
throughout the film gave it a unique and
intriguing flair.
Offenbacher shared how people insulting Arabs and Muslims sickened her; she
said she hoped the film would help prevent
these stereotypes from pervading as much
of our culture. She said she chose to film in
Syria because of her belief that it was one

of the least understood cultures and most in
danger of U.S.A. attacks.
This was an illegal action for Offenbacher to take and she was arrested. Her
description of how the government officials
treated her was something unexpected.
Rather than a rough and unkind report that
many would expect from a foreign country,
Offenbacher said they were courteous and
pleasant.
"They gave me cookies," Offenbacher
related with a waggish grin.
After her arrest, she was given permission by the government to film but things
were still not fun and games. The secret
police continued to hound Offenbacher
and attempted to arrest her once more.
But because she had the permission of the
government she was not arrested,although
they continued to harass people that she was
interviewing.
Despite the difficulties, Offenbacher
persisted in her filming and the fruit of her
labor was presented to the world.

for International Programs and Activities
(CIPA) was in charge of putting this week
of culture enlightenment together.
Raffaele Tufano, current student at
SSU from Naples, Italy hosted Thursday
night for the Italian movie "pane e tulipani"
or, "Bread and Tulips".
The movie centers around an Italian
housewife who gets left behind from her
tour group while she is on vacation. As a
result, she gets caught up in an adventure
full of laughter, love, and new friends.
"I enjoyed putting the presentation for
the movie together," Tufano said . "Having
this event is a good idea because it gives

insight to the community and to Americans
about how other people live".
In addition, Corey Robinson, current
SSU student who attended agreed with Raffaele Tufano.
"The movie was a really good experience to broaden views of International
cultures," Robinson said.
All in all it seems that the International Film Festival Series seemed to not
only offer some educational insight, but
also an evening of entertainment. Thanks
to the CIPA, the Shawnee community had a
chance to dip its toes into a pool of international culture for a few evenings.

several awards at various film festivals.
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EVENTS

I

oncampus

Tue,,$

Therapy Group
Time : 10 am - 11:30 am
Location: Student Support
Services

Cineaste Presents!
Rocky Horror Picture Show
(1975)
lime: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Library 207/Flohr

Candy Grams! & Rwnmaee
Sale
Time: 11:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Location: UC Lobby

Candy Grams! & Rummage
Sale
lime: 11 :00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Location: UC Lobby

The "T" Spot Personal

International Film Club
Throne of Blood (Japan,
1957)
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: UC 214
Planetarium Show
Free to public
Time: 7:00 p.m
Location: Clark Planetarium
Mon/!4

Successful/nmrviewine
Time: 9:00-10:00 a.m.
Location: UC 214
Condon Awareness Day
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Location: University Center
Lobby, West

9

Romeo and Juliet
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: VRCFA
Call 740-351-3622 for tickets!
Student Government
Association Meetine
Time: 4:00 p.m- 5:00 p.m.
Location: UC 214
Scribes Meeting
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: UC 215

Tue/I!

-

..,_

\Ye4,'Y

The Boyfriend

Time: 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Location: Student Support
Services

Graduate School Forum
Time: 3:00-4:00 p.m.
Location: Library Alcove

The 3 C's: Coffee and a
Cookie for Commuters
Time: 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Location: UC Lobby

Student Pro,ramming
Board Meetine
lime: 4:00 p.m- 5:00 p.m.
Location: UC 214

Candy Grams! & Rummaee
Sale
lime: 11:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Location: UC Lobby
Chronicle Meetinf
lime: 5:00 p.m- 7:00 p.m.
Location: Massie 213
Student Programming
Board Meeting
Tme: 4:00 p.m- 5:00 p.m.
Location: UC 214

Scribes Meeting
lime: 6:30 p.m.
Location: UC 215

AHANA Meeting
lime: 4:00 p.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Location: UC 219

The Boyfriend
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Kahl Studio Theater
Ca/1740-351-3118 for
tickets.
Planetarium Show
Free to public
lime: 7:00 p.m
Location: Clark Planetarium

port Group

lime: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Kahl Studio Theater
Call 740-351-3118 for
tickets.

Student Government
Association Meeting
Time: 4:00 p.m- 5:00 p.m.
Location: UC 214

International Film Club
Lust, Caution (China, 2007)
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: UC 214

"Resource• Student Sup-

Maeic the Gathering
Time: 5:00 p.m- 8:00 p.m.
Location: UC 215
Catholic Student
Association Meeting &
Bible Study
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Location: UC 219

Dragonball Z Appreciation
lime: 7:00 p.m.
Location: UC 214

The Boyfriend

Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Kahl Studio Theater
Call 740-351-3118 for
tickets.

Fri/11

The Vagina onologues
lime: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Library 207/Flohr
All proceeds will go to local
domestic violence shelters.
For more information, call
740-351-3738.
The Boyfriend
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Kahl Studio Theater
Call 740-351-3118 for
tickets.

Planetarium Show
Time: 7:00 p.m
Location: Clark Planetarium

91h Hour
lime: 8:00 p.m
Location: UC Ballroom
Thw:
Planetarium Show
Time: 7:00 p.m
Location: Clark Planetarium
91h Hour
Time: 8:00 p.m
Location: UC Ballroom
Personal Safety
Time: 4:00 p.m.
Location: UC room 215
Resume and Cover Letter
Composition
lime: 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Location: Library Alcove

Sat,'12
MU< Day o eMce
Time: 8:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Location: UC
There will be a guest speaker,
Karen Worthan, at 9 a.m. in
the UC ballroom.
For more information, contact
Nikki Karabinis at 740-3513572.

The Vagina Monologues

Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Library 207/Flohr
All proceeds will go to local
domestic violence shelters.
For more information, call
740-351-3738.
Family Pool Hours
Time: 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Athletic Center

Fri/18 ··

Sat,'19, _ _.._ _

The Boyfriend

Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Kahl Studio Theater
Call 740-351-3118 for
tickets.

The Boyfriend
lime: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Kahl Studio Theater
Call 740-351-3118 for
tickets.

Water Wastewater
Transformers
Time: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Location: ATC 221
For more information, contact
University Outreach Services
at 740-351-3274.

Family Pool Hours
Time: 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Athletic Center

The Boyfriend
lime: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Kahl Studio Theater
Ca/I 740-351-3118 for
tickets.

Sounds you shouldn't miss

The evolution of The Black Keys

fall in line with those who "sell
Have you ever followed
out". It has become all too coma band through their years of
mon for a band to receive some
anonymity? Have you been
disappointed when they reach
attention and to stray from what
the moment at which they
made them different from all
change their style to more
the other bands out there, and to
lean towards what will get them
appropriately suit the masses?
more attention from the masses.
I have done this many, many
The point of this is that I am
times. It is a devastating blow
to support a band, only to
dying to give praise to a certain
band. This band has gracewatch them succumb to the
evils of mainstream success.
fully crossed over into the area
Column
of mainstream music, without
This is not to pick on
By AMANDA GINN
losing touch of what brought
bands that go mainstream, not
Sta.ff Reporter
them to that point. If you have
even a little. I am sure many
ears and/or a television, then you have heard
of you can think of a band right now that
of The Black Keys. Their music is on just
has made you feel exactly the same way. A
about every kind of commercial you can
perfect example for me would be Kings of
think of, including car commercials, jewelry
Leon. (Even though I became a fan of theirs
commercials, and even jean commercials.
towards the end of their "unknown" stage, I

Black Keys have been delighting our ears
since 2001, with their first album The Big
Come Up, and have released 5 excellent
albums since (more if you want to get into
live albums, singer Dan Auerbach's solo
album and various other side projects).
The Black Keys have evolved and
changed for the better. They have stayed
true to their "bluesy" style, while exploring and expanding their sound. They have
continued to honor their Ohio roots (yes,
they are from Akron) by playing sold out
show after sold out show. I have a feeling
that I will never be let down by The Black
Keys. Even with the heightened amount of
success over the last few years, they have
continued to surprise me with their ability
to produce music that is original and fresh
and all the while staying true to the sound
that they have become widely known for. If

Zombieland, Fox Network's Lie to Me, or
ever listened to The Twilight Saga: Eclipse
soundtrack, then you have heard them. The

do believe you will find at least one song
that will make you a fan of The Black Keys.
They definitely deserve it.

listen to and like their first few albums more
than their more famous album, Only by the
Night.) Don't get me wrong, I still love
KOL, but I never dreamed that they would

If you have ever seen Black Snake Moan,

you haven't checked them out, please do. I

10

Entertainment

The Black Swan
a must see film

Natalie Portman's character is
poised ever so elegantly in the middle
of the spotlight. As
she starts to move, I
can't help but wonder
if Portman did any of
the dancing herself.
For those of you who
Coumn
haven't seen Black
By AMANDA GINN
Swan, I would highly
Staff Reporter
recommend it. I
hadn't heard much about it beforehand;
only a ''yes, go see it" or a "no, don't
watch it".
Black Swan is directed by Darren
Aronofsky, who also directed The Wrestler and The Fountain. Just like The
Wrestler, it doesn't take long to realize
what his newest movie is about.
Black Swan showcases the struggles
of a dancer who has committed her life
to ballet, and the toll it takes emotionally and physically to maintain such a
demanding lifestyle.
It focuses on Nina Sayers' (Portman) goal to become the Swan Queen in
her dance troop's version of Swan Lake.
Instead of assuming the role of one
swan, white (good) or black (evil), she is
to play both if she gets the part.
Wither her determination to obtain
the role of her dreams, she starts to lose
touch with reality and begins to fall
deeper into the role of the Black Swan.
Don't jump too quickly to the
conclusion that this is a "chick flick"
because it is anything but. With sexuality, self-mutilation and drugs mixed
with psychologically thrilling twists and
turns, this movie will prove you wrong
in that assumption.
Natalie Portman gives a stunning
performance in Black Swan, along with
wonderful supporting actresses Mila
Kunis and Winona Ryder. If you prefer
a movie to keep you guessing and on the
edge of your seat, then this is the movie
for you. Just when you think you have
finally figured out what is really happening you are left questioning yourself.
With her perfonnance as Nina in a
movie like Black Swan, it is no surprise
Natalie Portman won a Golden Globe
for Best Actress in a Motion Picture.
*Be advised that there are some
sexually explicit scenes in Black Swan.
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Celeb Corner

Cuffs on career; Bruno joi_ns the
likes of Charlie Sheen and Lindsay
Lohan. Could you handle the fame
and fortune?

In spite of all the recent problems
of Lindsay Lohan and Charlie Sheen,
celebrities are still getting arrested and
trying to avoid prosecution for cocaine.
Most recently Bruno Mars has
avoided major jail time by pleading
guilty to lesser charges. This will ensure
that he's able to attend the Grammy
Awards since he has three songs nominated.
Yes, I'm sure the pressure is great to
stay clean and it's overwhelming being
rich and famous; it could actually make
you feel indestructible, but Bruno, drop
the pipe. Look to the northern star of
Hollywood, which at this point seems to
be Robert Downey Jr. With major blockbuster films and franchises that exceed
any career he had pre-rehab, Jr. has his
.
priorities straight now.
Which also leads me to the pomt,
maybe Lindsay Lohan could be brought
back to life? Maybe with serious rehab,
people that actually care, and several sandwiches she could get back on
track. But for now, Bruno Mars, you're
amazing, we love you just the way you
are ... and please don't be the next to go
trend into rehab without real treatment.
It would just be too David Arquette of
you.

oumn

By CHRISTINA JONES

Staff Reporter

Typically, "Saturday Night Live" is_
where celebrities go to make fun of their
misfortunes. Lately it seems as though
roles in movies are being used to sneak
in apologies or show progression of
their personal lives.
After Jennifer Aniston and Brad
Pitt split up, the first movie out of the
gate for Aniston was The Break Up .
with Vince Vaughn. After the domestic
violence issues with Rihanna and Chris
Brown, are we surprised that her next
hit was "Love the Way You Lie" with
Eminem?
So if celebrities don't want us to
watch their personal lives, why are
they mimicking them in the movies we
watch and music we listen to? It might
be to acknowledge that they know it's
no longer a secret, but it's sad that it's
more than likely for financial gain. It's
hard for us to relate to celebrities when
they are in the midst of scandal bec~u~e,
let's face it, it feels like they are whimng
and crying about being rich and famous.
Sometimes we can relate, sometimes we
can't.

Sports

Putnam leading the way
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With the program getting better each
year, top high school recruits are coming to Shawnee State more and more.
Cross Country coach has big plans for the future
Sophomore Galen Dills is the 3200-meBy W. Michael Owen
ter state champion from 2008 and Brad
though, when I won that race, it was a
Staff Reporter
Liston is the 3200-meter state Champion
huge upset. I was not the favorite and I
from 2009. The key for Putnam is buildran the perfect race, the race of my life
One man is leading the success of
ing a relationship with these athletes
up
to
that
point,
to
win."
the cross-country teams at Shawnee
before
they are seniors in high school.
In
2003,
Putnam
came
to
Shawnee
State University - head coach Eric
Since
Putnam
races all around the state
States
campus
to
run
Putnam.
himself,
he
is
able
to see a lot of potene
Bear
Run.
He
met
Putnam sits in his overcrowded
tial
recruits.
of
the
runners
some
office - amid baby bottles, running
Putnam is still not content with
nd the head coach
strollers, a poster of the Beatles, running
where
the program is though. He hopes
Larry
.
at
the
time,
Dr.
clothes, trophies, and pictures of various
to
have
a varsity track team in the future.
angus.
About
a
year
events that have taken place in his life.
"We
need a varsity track season
ater,
Putnam
said
he
The 37-year-old is reminiscing about his
badly,"
he
said. "I think that even more
if
he
sked
Mangus
long running career.
upper
level
runners will come to run
as
hiring
an
assistant
Two hours later he is running three
here."
oach.
Mangus
was
sets of 1200 meter and 800 meter repeats
He hopes to make progress to get
eady to retire and
on the flood wall with the men's cross
a
track
team through aggressive fundff
ered
Putnam
the
country team ... at 7 a.m. that morning
raising.
Putnam feels like track season
He
said
yes
ead
job.
he did the same thing with a few of the
has
been
the biigest stepping-stone for
nd
has
been
the
head
runners that could not make it to the
the
runners,
gaining ground on other
ross-country
coach
evening practice. Tomorrow he will run
schools.
His
goal for the 2012 track seasince
January
2005.
with the team at 6:30 a.m. Then, at 2
son
is
to
bring
a group of runners to the
Both
men
and
womp.I'Il. he will run five 1000-meter repeats
Stanford
Invitational
and the Mt. SAC
en's
programs
have
with the girl's team.
Relays
to
compete;
they
are considered
enjoyed success with Putnam coaching.
Along with being a coach of the
of
the
most
prestigious
college track
two
In 2008, the women's team made their
men and women's cross-country teams,
meets
in
the
nation.
first trip to nationals and finished 13th
Putnam is the Assistant Athletic Direc"It is a natural progression for us ...
place. That same year, the men's team
tor in charge of equipment and facilities.
bigger
meets, better competition," he
finished
11th.
In
2009,
the
men's
team
Outside of work he is married with two
"I
think that developing track is the
said.
finished fourth at nationals, the best finchildren.
future
for
distance running at SSU."
ish of any men's sport in Shawnee State
Putnam started his running career
One
might
wonder how Putnam
history. In 2010 the men's team finished
when he was in fourth grade. His older
is
able
to
manage
his time with work,
fourth once again and the women finbrother, Brian, was running a road race
coaching,
and
his
family
life. He said
ished 25th. During that span, there have
in Sidney, Ohio and Eric wanted to run
that
it
all
come
down
to
marrying
the
been two women All-American runners
the one mile fun run; he finished fourth
right
woman
and
having
the
and two men All-American
place.
right
career
to
keep
his
running
"I never really had to think about it," runners.
life rolling.
"I think that we have
Putnam said. "My brother was always
"I married someone who
established ourselves as a
running and I thought it was fun doing
't
run but seemed to get
idn
legit distance program in
what he did"
what
running
meant to me and
the nation for any division;'
Putnam went into high school at
never
tried
to
stand
in my way
Putnam said. "That has been
Chillicothe with his brother's shoes to
f
what
I
was
trying
to do with
due to developing a track
fill and did just that. He was a four-time
1.mn.ing,"
Putnam
said.
schedule and finding places
state individual qualifier in Division I
Working all of the hours
cross-country, finishing runner-up his ju- to run in the country and in Office of Communications
and
juggling
time with his two
nior year. He was also a three-time state the community. We can still
sons,
stress
can
build.
get better though."
qualifier in track and field, including 4th
"When I leave the office at two and
Putnam takes a lot of what he
place in the 1600-meter run in 1991.
run with the women or the men at four,
He brought his success to Ohio Uni- learned from his college coach, Moe
all of my troubles seem to vanish and I
Banton, and tries to bring it to SSU.
versity in 1991 where he was awarded
am just one of the gang," Putnam said.
Banton was a believer in a consistent
seven varsity letters and was voted cap"Oh
yeah, and the running strollers!
training method and was big on team
tain three times. In the spring of 1996,
Those
have been a huge help!" You can
Putnam was the 1500-meter champion in bonding.
often
see
Putnam running with his kids
"I try to do my training based on
the Mid American Conference (MAC),
in a stroller through Portsmouth.
feel. I really try to encourage an athrunning it in 3:48.
Putnam is dedicated to bringing the
lete
to
make
their
running
their
own,"
"The MAC meet was the goal of
cross-country
program to the top. He
"If
someone
is
training
Putnam
said.
our training every season and to win an
leads
the
way
everyday, running step
and
they
feel
like
they
are
responsible
event that was so important was really
after
step.
for
their
own
training,
they
are
almost
rewarding," he said. "I have to be honest
always going to run better."
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SSU's fifth anniversary production of "The Vagina
Monologues" OP!~!I~Jii~po\ tnversaBy LORI MCNELLY
Staff Reporter

Vagina. It's a word many in American
society are afraid to talk about and even
cringe at when it's uttered, as if it's a profanity. It's that emotion author Eve Ensler's
The Vagina Monologues confronts in a
series of monologues based on interviews
conducted with women from around the
world.
''The topics run the gamut from rape
and war to love and commitment. I think
that's why it's so important at Shawnee or
anywhere else because it exemplifies and
celebrates the diversity of women 's experiences," director, instructor on campus and
the interim director of the Shawnee State
University Women's Center Ann Linden
said.

The play itself is part of an event
known as V-Day, which is an awareness
campaign founded by the work's author. As
part of the event, Ensler's play is produced
on college campuses throughout the United
States. The Shawnee State University
production, which features more than 20
women performing monologues addressing topics including rape as a tactic of war
as well as body image and coming of age
issues, donates 100 percent of its proceeds
to charity.
"Our production donates 90 percent of
its proceeds to the Southern Ohio Shelter 10 percent goes to the Spotlight Campaign.
Last year, we were able to raise almost
$3,000 for the shelter, which has a direct
impact on the local community," Linden
said. "Furthermore, the production raises

one person or a group, when you bring truth
to the surface you are arming people with a
way to change the world."
Audience members will experience
frank talk about topics not often addressed
in other forms of media. This is an important reason for SSU to host a production on
campus, according to Linden, as one of the
aims of the show is to get people talking
about issues -- particularly about violence
against women and girls.
"I hope that spectators come away from
the show with not only the satisfaction of
seeing a powerful, entertaining theatrical
production but also a greater appreciation
for the diversity of women's experience and
a deeper understanding of the violence that
is still being perpetrated against women and
girls around the world and the urgency of
ending such violence," Linden said.
Not that the play isn't withDirector Ann Linden
out
its critics. While the work
offers notes to the cast at
addresses
violence against
rehearsal for SSU's fifth
anniversary production of
women and issues confronted
The Vagina Monologues.
by women throughout their
The show, slated to run
lives, some object to the
Feb. 11-12 at the Flohr
language
and the manner in
Lecture Hall in the
which
issues
are addressed
Clark Memorial Library,
is ainied at bringing
in the monologues, including
awareness to violence
the use of the word "vagina"
against women and girls.
in the title.
Tickets are $10 general
"I think part of the powadmission and $25
er of the play comes from its
patron with all proceeds
being donated to charity.
ability to get people thinkTickets are available
ing and talking about issues
at the McKinley Box
that frequently are not talked
Office.
about. So, to critics who have
Photo by Lori McNelly
seen the show and considered
it thoughtfully, I say, please,
raise your concerns or criticisms, Jones
"As a first time participant of The Vagina Monologues, I want to contribute to the said. "Start conversations about elements
that bother you. Those are conversations
cause as well. I want to help give women a
that are important and productive."
voice," Michael said. "Even more than that,
Just because the show depicts women's
I find myself gaining strength as a woman
experiences doesn't mean XYs won't enjoy
along with all the amazing girls I am workthe humor and the frank discussion about
ing with. They are helping me to embrace
issues women deal with daily. Though men
my sex as well as helping other women
may not realize it, violence against women
around the world, and the whole thing is
affects them in a big way through their
just powerful!"
mothers, wives, sisters, friends, and so on.
Show veteran and SSU English major
"Understanding women's experiences
Christina Jones is returning to the cast, having performed a dramatic monologue in last better can only, I believe, enhance their
lives and especially their relationships with
year's production about the topic of rape as
women in their lives," Linden said. "They
a strategy of war.
"This is my second time being involved come in sometimes not knowing what to
anticipate and they walk out having a very
in The Vagina Monologues and what draws
positive experience."
me to it is the belief that people can make
a difference," Jones said. "Whether we are

tions for many people, both those involved
in the performance and those who come to
see it."
The theme of talking about the unmentionable runs through some of the cast's
reasons for auditioning for SSU's fifth anniversary production in the first place.
"I wanted to be part of this year's
production because I believe it's time that
women's voices are heard loud and clear
-- and if we don't speak up first then others
will remain silent, as well," SSU senior
majoring in history Velma Brehm said. This
is her first year with the production.
Giving voice to those without one also
caused Shelly Michael, an English/education major, to audition for the show. She's
also learning more about herself as she
works with fellow cast mates.

